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Kitten kit

Welcome to our hospital.  We are devoted to helping your kitten stay as active and vibrant as the day you fell in love with the little fuzzball. There are several needs we will address during his first 6 months with you. We are providing this package service to allow you to be informed and to share our commitment to you by providing all the essentials we believe he needs. The program is as follows:

1st step 
Physical examination, FELV/FIV Test, deworm for roundworms, 

(7-8 weeks) 

fecal analysis for any other intestinal parasites, 1st FVRCP vaccination. 



Send kitten information. Approx. $162.
2nd step
Physical examination, deworm, 2nd FVRCP, 1st FELV vaccination, discuss basic training 

(3-4 weeks
and behavior. Approx. $82.

later)

3rd step 
Physical examination, deworm, 2nd FELV vaccination, Rabies Vaccination.  Discuss

(3-4 weeks
basic grooming needs and dental care. Approx.  $88. 

later)

4th step
Spay/Neuter, repeat fecal flotation examination and deworming if needed. 

(28 weeks)
Permanent identification with AVID microchip. Cost varies. 

**** A 20 % discount on the 4th step services will be honored if all the other services have been completed on a timely basis. A lesser discount will be offered for kittens entering program at a later age or that have had an abbreviated package (missed steps).

This encompasses the basic first 6 months of wellness care of your pet.  Package may be adjusted as determined for individual needs. This kit does not include medications/care for sick or injured pets. Optional recommended products are available at regular pricing.

We believe in keeping kittens happy to visit us, we use treats, kindness and sweet-talking to make these visits happy occasions for your pet. We encourage you to talk to us about any questions you have about your kitten’s behavior or other needs.
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Vaccination Information      



This note is to inform you of our vaccination protocols and issues that should be considered before pets are vaccinated. I have instituted vaccine protocol changes based on current research and recommendations from the Vaccine-Associated Feline Sarcoma Task Force (Task Force) that is supported by the American Veterinary Medical Association, the American Animal Hospital Association, The American Association of Feline Practitioners and the Veterinary Cancer Society. As a veterinarian, I want my patients to stay as healthy as possible. I do not want to see infectious disease increase. However, I also want to reduce the negative effects of over-vaccination.


Vaccines have provided us with great protection from specific infectious diseases. In the past, it was felt that dogs and cats had greater exposure to these infectious diseases; so to protect them we vaccinated them annually. We have determined that many of our vaccinations are providing immunity for much longer than one year when strategically administered. Determining the length of immunity is a complex issue, one of which there is not a final answer.  


Not all vaccines are created equal. There are many manufacturers, types of vaccines and preparation form.  Currently, all manufacturers recommend revaccination at yearly intervals.  However, this seems to be more of a liability reason for the manufacturer, than because immunity is likely to wane from the vaccine. Why not continue to vaccinate yearly? It is not the cost, as most vaccines are relatively inexpensive. It is because at least some vaccinations have been implicated in various risks. To summarize, some pets react very strongly to vaccines. Some will spike fevers and/or have a reaction similar to humans who are allergic to bee stings, reactions strong enough to cause death. Additionally, a specific and uncommon cancer called “fibrosarcoma” is associated with the sites where vaccines have been administered. Most of these vaccine site cancers have been found in cats.    Again, these vaccine site cancers are rare to uncommon in cats, and even rarer in dogs.

  
Rabies vaccine for cats will be administered based on our state law requirements. The initial rabies vaccine given as a kitten will be repeated 1 year later, and thereafter every 3 years.  Given that rabies is a zoonosis (a disease shared by both man and animals), I require all patients be kept current with rabies vaccine administered in compliance with Washington State regulations.



Core vaccinations for cats include Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, Calici Virus, and Panleukopenia Virus (FVRCP).   I recommend this vaccine 2 times in the initial kitten series for all kittens.  I also recommend Feline Leukemia Virus (FELV) vaccine 2 times in the initial kitten series.  I give rabies vaccine once to kittens.   I recommend repeating the FVRCP, FELV and Rabies vaccine one year after the kitten vaccines were completed.  Thereafter, I rotate through these 3 vaccines, effectively administering each once every three years with the cat receiving one each year.  For cats that are indoor only, the FELV vaccine may be discontinued.



We currently do not carry the vaccine against Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV).  If the vaccine proves to be effective at preventing the disease, and proves to be safe to use, we will offer it.



We do not carry or recommend the Feline Infectious Peritonitis Virus vaccine.  Although it has been marketed for about 12-13 years, I am not convinced it prevents the disease, and may precipitate the disease.



We do not carry or recommend the vaccine against ringworm.



Vaccination should be considered a serious medical decision. Although we may make it look like a simple ‘shot’ there are many variables that we have considered.  Pets should only be vaccinated when they appear healthy upon physical exam.  Giving vaccines to sick or infected pets may not help the pet, and may put the pet at risk for other problems.   Since vaccines are meant to stimulate the immune system, giving the pet too many vaccines at one time can cause problems. We take careful consideration in selecting the manufacturers and components of our vaccines.  As well, we ensure proper transportation, storage and handling of vaccination products. You should allow your pet to only be vaccinated by trained veterinary staff with vaccines that have been chosen for their known effectiveness.  You should only allow vaccines to be given to your pet if you are satisfied the vaccine product has been properly handled and refrigerated from manufacturer to administration.  
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