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Puppy Socialization


Recommended for:

1) All healthy pups that are between 3 and 6 months old 

2) Especially recommended for pups that show any signs of shyness or fear at any time.

Why:

1) Puppies have a ‘window’ of time when they are learning what is good and normal in their lives.  The more people, animals, places, situations and items they are exposed to during this time, the less fears they will have later on.   The more puppies are properly exposed, the better chance they have at growing up to be well-balanced dogs.

2) The more dogs your pup becomes accustomed to now, the less likely your pet is to become aggressive toward other dogs during adulthood.

3) Well-socialized pups learn how to play (and/or tolerate) dogs of differing sizes, colors and shapes.

4) Pups have a great time here.  They play and wrestle.  They get tired out.  They rest well when they get back home with you.  They are happy.

5) You have time to do other activities when your pup is here, and later when the pup is resting.

6) These pups will be less stressed in various situations, particularly at the “vets” when a stressed animal is hard to handle and help.

7)  They will be more welcome in other environments and will be a greater part of your life simply because they can be with you.

8) Benefits to you and the pup include, having a well-socialized pup that can be trusted, and more easily trained by you.  

Risks:

1) We allow the pups to play at will.  They have some supervision, but are not constantly watched.  Given that they are actively interacting with other pups, injury can result.

2) We have not had any pups injured here at this time, but it could happen. We have had to ‘ban’ a few pups that were overly aggressive.

3) Pups that are growing fast (particularly large and giant breeds) may become a bit sore after playing vigorously on the hard tile floor if they are prone to certain bone and/or joint problems.

How/what/when:


We allow puppy socialization 2 times per week on days when we have scheduled procedures and are generally not taking regular appointments.  These are Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  Generally, pups are dropped off here between 8:30 and 9:00 am.  We ask that the pups be picked up before 1:45 pm.  We require appointments to be made for this service.  We generally allow 4-5 pups per session.  As pups become older and well socialized, they may be ‘bumped’ to allow the younger pups to participate.  There is usually a mix of newer pups and already well-socialized pups.  We ask that you bring your crate.  If we need to confine one or all the pups, we will crate them.  If they do not have their crates, we would need to cage them and charge a cage fee.  Some pups will return to their crates to nap for a while.


We charge $12.50 for pups with crates that are picked up prior to 1:45 pm.  There are additional charges if the crate is not brought, or if pups are not picked up by 1:45 pm.


We reserve the right to exclude pups from this program if they are too aggressive, too noisy, or for any other reason we determine.
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Leptospirosis Information

We offer vaccination against Leptospirosis (Lepto) for dogs.  There are reasons why we offer it as an ‘elective’ vaccination.  The following is information that you should read to decide if you elect to have this vaccine given to your pet.

Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease of uncommon occurrence in both humans and animal.  Leptospirosis is transmitted between animals through contact with infected urine; venereal and placental transfer; bite wounds; or the ingestion of infected tissue. Typically, we think of the disease being spread by small furry animals such as rodents and raccoons but some forms of Lepto can be spread through livestock such as horses and cattle.   Indirect transmission occurs through exposure of susceptible animals to contaminated water sources, food, or even bedding. Stagnant or slow moving water provides a suitable habitat for Leptospira. As a result, disease outbreaks often increase during periods of flooding. In dry areas, infections are more common around water sources.

Leptospirosis can cause significant illness and even death.  It can cause kidney failure and/or liver disease.  Since Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection, it can be treated if caught early enough.  However, diagnosis of the disease can be difficult.  If your pet becomes infected, there is greater risk of infection for you and other people he/she comes in contact with.  Cats seem to be more resistant to infection with Lepto. 

In the past, Lepto was commonly included in combination vaccinations.  For various reasons, many veterinarians stopped using the vaccination over the last 10 years.  The primary reason being that Lepto was found to be related to increased vaccine reactions.  Vaccine reactions could be mild ‘hives’ and facial swellings to life threatening anaphylaxis.  Although occurrence of Leptospirosis is still uncommon, the incidence is now on the rise.  In my experience, dachshunds and boxers tend to have a higher incidence of vaccine reactions.  As well, I feel smaller dogs have vaccine reactions more than larger dogs.  I also feel that larger dogs and dogs that spend more time outside have an increased risk of exposure and therefore are at greater risk of infection with Leptospirosis.

If you choose to have your dog vaccinated, we will complete 2 vaccinations 3-4 weeks apart.  The immunity derived from these 2 vaccinations may last for 6 or more months.  The protection offered will vary with each individual pet.  Currently we are offering the initial 2 vaccines, and then plan on yearly boosters.  
